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AN IRRIGATION CANAL WAS PUT INTO OPERATION IN THE BARTANG 

VALLEY, GBAO 

In Siponj village of Bartang valley of Rushan district, GBAO the rehabilitated canal with the 

length of 1.2 km was put into operation, which will provide local residents with irrigation water 

on a permanent basis. 

Gulmast Dustalizoda, First Deputy Chairman of the Rushan district of GBAO, representatives of 

the local community, German Society for International Cooperation (GIZ), the UN World Food 

Program (WFP) and the Public Foundation CAMP Tabiat participated in the ceremony of 

launching water into the irrigation canal. The delegation also visited the restored forest in Siponj 

village. 

As G.Dustalizoda noted, the repaired canal will allow to solve the problem of water shortage for 

irrigation of agricultural lands and private lands in Siponj village. As for the forest to be 

regenerated, it strengthens the river bank and protects the village from floods, added the deputy 

chairman of the district.  

A mountain glacier is the source of water in the canal, local resident Yusuf Amonulloyev, who 

distributes irrigation water in the village, said. Therefore, during the irrigation period, the canal 

will fully supply the village with water, even if there is little rainfall in winter, he said. 

Abdulnazar Sohibnazarov, a farmer from the village Siponj, said that the forest condition has 

improved considerably since the fencing. “I, along with my fellow villagers, have planted trees 

in this forest and participated in fencing work. In the future, we can get a lot of benefits from the 

forest: firewood, hay for livestock and building materials”- said Abdulnazar Sohibnazarov. 

Representatives of local authorities of Rushan district, GIZ, WFP and CAMP Tabiat visited 

Darjomj village in Bartang valley on the same day, where they inspected the fortified mountain 

streambed and the nearby forest. 

According to Guliston Khudoberdiyeva, a teacher at the local school, the residents of Darjomj 

feared that the village would descend on the streambed, but after the deepening of the riverbed 

and the strengthening of its banks, this threat is no longer so great. In addition, “it is noticeable 

that our new forest, which is now protected by a fence, is gradually turning green. I hope that in 

the future there will be a good forest here, which can give us fruits and berries, firewood, animal 

feed and medicinal plants.”  

In 2017, 9 hectares of degraded forest area were fenced in Siponj village, where last year and this 

year about 5.5 thousand tree seedlings were planted. In addition, a 1.2 km long irrigation canal 

was cleaned and concreted. 

In the village of Darjomj, work was carried out to deepen the mountain streambed, which is more 

than 1 km long. Part of the banks of this stream was fortified with a stone wall of 450 m long. In 

addition, about 8 hectares of forest land were erected in this village, where almost 4.7 thousand 

barberry, rosehip, apricot and cherry seedlings were planted in 2017-2018. 



More than 100 local residents took part in reconstruction works in Siponj and Darjomj villages 

and received food aid from WFP. 

All these activities in two villages of the Bartang Valley were carried out within the framework 

of the GIZ regional project "Ecosystem –based Adaptation to Climate Change in 

High Mountainous Regions of Central Asia" (EbA), which is funded by the German Government 

in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. In Tajikistan, GIZ's partner in the project 

implementation is the CAMP Tabiat, a branch of the Public Foundation CAMP Alatoo in the 

Republic of Tajikistan. 

 

 

   

 

  


